Dear Education Committee Members:

HB5111 and HB5144 are in conflict with documented research on education and replicate failed policies of
the past.

Reading First, a national initiative, tried to prescribe instructional materials and practice and it was deemed a
failure in improving Reading comprehension, the very purpose of reading. The Department of Education
Report tells us there was ““no statistically significant impact on student reading comprehension. Findings
based on exploratory analyses do not provide consistent or systematic insight into the pattern of observed
impacts. ” ("Reading First Impact Study Final Report - Summary").

Over and over research has shown that the most important component of a quality curriculum is the
classroom teacher. World class teachers will make a difference for our students. Andrew Hargreaves, Thomas
More Brennan Chair in Education at the Lynch School of Education at Boston College, is recognized as an
expert in educational change, teacher professionalism and sustainable leadership. He speaks often about the
role of teacher capitol in highly effective schools. Please take a few minutes to listen to his thinking
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=PpFTisH82Dk.

In his book, Unmistakable Impact (2011), lim Knight, research associate at the University of Kansas Center for
Research on Learning and president of the Instructional Coaching Group, tells us “When leaders do not honor
teachers’ voices, however, telling them to implement step-by-step programs or practices without asking for
their thoughts or suggestions, they communicate the message that they do not trust teachers to think for

ideas and feedback is dehumanizing - treating teacher like objects rather than thinking creative
professionals.” What is needed then are quality, well trained professionals who hold themselves accountable
for student learning and are willing to demonstrate to others the growth of their students.

If you are really serious about influencing early reading achievement, you will address the real issues:
poverty, early oral language development and early literacy experiences for children birth to five. Developing
a culture that values children, young childre , and provides them every opportunity to engage in the world
positively would set them on a path to success. Teaching parents, before they become parents, what young
children really need to be advantaged is key to achieving this goal. This might mean required child

Passing either of these two proposals would put schools in the position of maipractice toward our youth.
Please, please, please, turn these proposals down!
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